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COVID CONVERSATIONS | APA + PLANRED OCTOBER 29, 2020 

Planning for Equity in a Pandemic and Beyond: 
Insights from Illinois and Chile 

 

    CDT     PDT  CLST 

11:00am   9:00am 13:00 Welcome and Introductions (Hing Wong and Jake Seid) 

11:08am   9:08am 13:08 Recap of Previous COVID Conversations (David Silva) 

11:15am    9:15am 13:15 Poll and Video (Hing Wong and Roberto Moris) 

11:22am    9:22am 13:22 Presentations (Teresa Córdova, Margarita Greene, Nina Idemudia, Mercy Davison) 

11:45am   9:45am  13:45 Panel Discussion (moderated by Curt Winkle) 

12:10pm 10:10am 14:10 Conversations with Attendees (moderated by Libby Tyler) 

12:25pm 10:25am  14:25 Summary (Roberto Moris) 

12:30pm 10:30am 14:30  End of Program 
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American Planning Association 
 

The American Planning Association (APA) provides leadership in the development of vital communities.  APA members 
foster this by advocating excellence in planning, promoting education and resident empowerment, and providing tools 
and support necessary to meet the challenges of growth and change.  Our mission is to create great communities for 
all.  APA members, in collaboration with others, also advance planning through leadership in education, research, 
advocacy, and ethical practice.  APA has over 40,000 members in over 90 countries. 

 

APA California is the largest APA chapter with 6,000 members.  The Northern Section is part of APA 
California with 2,000 members.  The Northern Section International Program organizes international 
planning tours and international collaboration projects for our members.  This collaboration with the 
Chilean Planners Network (PLANRED) and APA Illinois Chapter is our most recent endeavor. 

 

The  Illinois  Chapter  of  the  American  Planning  Association  is  the  official  membership  association  for                  
practicing urban planners in the State of Illinois.   We strive to inform, educate, and connect our 1,500              
members  to  resources  and  tools  that  advance  the  practice  of  urban  planning  throughout  the  state.                          
Many  thanks  to  the  APA  California  Northern  Section  and  PLANRED  for  this  unique  opportunity  to                   
collaborate on behalf of our members. 
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Chilean Planners Network 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chilean Planners Network (PLANRED) constituted by people from diverse professional and academic backgrounds 
who practice and value urban planning.  This Chilean organization is a space for integration of all those who are 
interested in urban and territorial development.  The main objectives of PLANRED are to actively contribute to the 
creation and promotion of knowledge, the advancement of reflection, and the generation of urban public policy 
proposals. 
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APA and PLANRED’s Collaboration 
on COVID Conversations 

 

 

❶ Chilean Planners Network (PLANRED) originated COVID Conversations using online 
video meetings with Italy, Mexico, Great Britain, and Germany in early 2020. 

 

 

❷ APA California Northern Section joined PLANRED with webinars having California 
speakers (May 22 webinar) and New York speakers (July 23 and 30 webinars).    
APA New York Metro Chapter was jointly involved with the July webinars. 
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David Silva is an attorney and currently practices law at Correa & 

Silva Abogados.  He holds a master’s degree in Public Policy and a 
doctoral degree in Planning, both from University College London.  
He has worked the majority of his professional life as a public servant 
at the National Commission for the Environment, Recoleta 
Municipality, Higher Education Council, Ministry of Social 
Development, Ministry of Housing and Urban Planning, and as Head 
of Cabinet in the Superintendency of the Environment.  He has also 
served as Councilor of the Municipality of Providencia.  He has 
lectured at Adolfo Ibáñez University, Diego Portales University, and 
Catholic University.  David is President and one of the Co-Founders of 
the Chilean Planners Network, PLANRED. 

                      dcsilvaj@hotmail.com 
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Roberto Moris is a professor at the School of Architecture and the 

Institute of Urban and Territorial Studies.  He received an Architect 
degree from the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile and Master in 
City Design and Social Sciences from the London School of 
Economics.  He is an expert on integrated planning, carrying capacity 
models, sustainability, and resilience.  Roberto has worked with the 
United Nations Development Programme, World Bank, and Inter-
American Development Bank.  He was Technical Secretary of the 
Cities and Territory Ministers Committee and National Director of 
Urban Projects.  He was also Principal Investigator of the National 
Research Center for Integrated Risk Management, Director of Cities 
Observatory UC, and Director of the Plans and Urban Projects 
Program UC.       rmoris@uc.cl 
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Alex Hinds was a USA Fulbright recipient in Ecuador who 

subsequently served as director of planning and community 
development-related agencies for 24+ years in Marin, San Luis 
Obispo, and Lake counties.  He led the trend setting 2007 Marin 
Countywide Plan Update and related sustainability and climate 
change programs that received top California and USA awards.  Alex 
currently serves as an International Director for APA California 
Northern Section and helped launch collaboration projects in São 
Paulo and Ouro Preto, Brazil in addition to current webinars with the 
Chilean Planners Network.  Alex also worked at Sonoma State 
University and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 
 

                 alexhinds47@gmail.com 
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Hing Wong, AICP, is a former APA California President and is 

currently the Vice President of the California Planning Foundation. 
He is also an International Director for the Northern Section where 
he organizes educational international planning tours.  Hing worked 
at the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) for over three 
decades on regional and sub-regional planning issues in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  Hing has taught graduate planning courses at 
San José State University. Hing received a Bachelor in Geography: 
Urban/Economics at UC Berkeley and a Master in Urban and Regional 
Planning at San José State University. 
 

                        hing@hingwong.info 
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Dustin Allred is a Lecturer of Urban and Regional Planning at the 

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.  Dustin’s research is 
focused on urban governance, sustainable development and 
processes of urban restructuring.  He is interested in how regions, 
cities and communities are managing mounting crisis related to 
social and environmental issues and the effect of different policy 
approaches and governance arrangements on the built environment 
and related outcomes.  Through his teaching and research, he 
addresses the ecological viability of our built environment, 
incorporating concerns for environmental justice, inequality, and the 
distribution of costs and benefits with regard to the processes and 
politics of land use policy formation and implementation. 

                        dallred2@illinois.edu 
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Curt Winkle is an Associate Professor at the College of Urban 

Planning and Public Affairs at University of Illinois at Chicago and 
serves at the liaison with the Illinois Chapter of the American 
Planning Association.  He has served as Department Head, as a site 
visit chair for the Planning Accreditation Board as conference chair 
for the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning.  His research 
has focused on planning healthy cities, urban food systems, coalition 
development, the role of the nonprofit sector, HIV/AIDS and gay 
commercial districts.  Teaching includes plan-making, planning skills, 
planning healthy cities, urban food systems and introduction to 
planning and the capstone in urban studies.  He recently co-authored 
a study of training needs for diversity, equity and inclusion for 
members of APA Illinois and APA Wisconsin.              cwinkle@uic.edu 
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Elizabeth “Libby” Tyler, FAICP, is the Planning Manager for the 

City of San Pablo, California.  She has worked as a community 
planner, planning consultant, and planning educator for over 35 
years.  Prior to relocating to the Bay Area, Libby was the Community 
Development Director for the City of Urbana and served for many 
years as an Adjunct Lecturer with the Department of Urban and 
Regional Planning at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
She is the Vice Chair of APA’s Equity Diversity and Inclusion Steering 
Committee and the Ethics Director for the Northern Section of the 
California Chapter.  She is a Charter member of the American 
Planning Association and was the first woman in Illinois to be 
recognized as a Fellow of the American Institute of Certified 
Planners.                        ehtyler6@gmail.com 
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Jake Seid, AICP, serves as President of the Illinois Chapter of the 

American Planning Association (APA Illinois).  Jake is a Senior Planner 
at the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP).  Jake’s 
work focuses on development ordinances throughout Chicago’s 
seven-county region, crafting zoning and subdivision regulations to 
help build more equitable and inclusive communities. 

 

 

 

 
 

                         president@ilapa.org 
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Teresa Córdova is Director of The Great Cities Institute at the 

University of Illinois, Chicago (UIC) where she is also Professor of 
Urban Planning and Policy.  Teresa’s analysis of global/local dynamics 
and impacts of globalization on Latino communities.  Throughout her 
career, she has engaged with communities outside the university and 
is an expert in community/university partnerships.  Teresa is a 
former elected and appointed member and/or chair of national, 
regional and local boards, commissions and steering committees.  
She has been instrumental in affecting economic development policy 
and projects, the provision of infrastructure, local governance, 
neighborhood change, and youth joblessness.  She sits on the Cook 
County Economic Development Advisory Committee and is Chair of 
the Chicago Plan Commission.                            tcordova@uic.edu 
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Margarita Greene is Architect (1973) and Master in Sociology 

(1988) from the Catholic University of Chile (UC), and PhD (2002) 
from University College London (UCL).  She began her professional 
work as an architect in Leeds, England, and continued later in 
Santiago de Chile.  Since 1992, she has been a full time academic at 
the School of Architecture leading numerous interdisciplinary 
research projects and consultancies at national and international 
level.  Her specialization area includes: vulnerable neighborhoods, 
Space Syntax, heritage areas, urban sustainability and architectural 
educational strategies.  Since 2010, she is Full Professor at the School 
of Architecture, Universidad Católica de Chile, and since 2013, she 
became part of the Center for Sustainable Urban Development, 
CEDEUS.                               mgreenez@uc.cl 
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Nina Idemudia, AICP, is a native Detroiter and understands 

firsthand how the built environment shapes the lives of society’s 
most vulnerable populations.  This fuels her passion for empowering 
people to be change agents through planning.  Prior to moving to 
Chicago, Nina was a planner for the City of Los Angeles where she 
worked on current planning, long-range planning, and performance 
management.  She specializes in equitable community development, 
inclusive outreach strategies, and organizational innovation for large 
metropolitan areas.  Nina currently serves as an Assistant 
Commissioner for the City of Chicago’s Department of Planning and 
Development.  Nina was recently elected as the first Black President-
elect for the Illinois Chapter of the American Planning Association. 

              ninaidemudia@gmail.com 
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Mercy Davison, AICP, has been with the Town of Normal since 

2001.  Mercy began as a Town Attorney then transitioned to her 
current position of Town Planner in 2004.  Mercy’s job duties focus 
on land use and development and include her acting as the Town 
liaison to the Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Regional Planning Commission, and Uptown Design Review 
Commission.  She is also the Town’s go-to person for all things green.  
Mercy played a key role in developing the Town’s “EVTown” 
initiative, which put the Town on the map for leadership in electric 
car planning and adoption.  She also leads many of the Town’s 
bicycle and pedestrian initiatives, and she helps to actively manage 
the Town’s food forest project, a 1-acre planting of edible plants for 
the community to enjoy.                   mdavison@normal.org 
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Previous COVID Conversations 

 March 2020 Italy 
 

 April 2020 Mexico 
 

 April 2020 United Kingdom 
 

 April 2020 Germany 
 

 May 2020 California, United States 
 

 July 2020 New York, United States 
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March 2020 
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April 2020 
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April 2020 
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April 2020 
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May 2020 
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July 2020 
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Getting To Know You 
 

 

  ❶  Where do you live? 
 

 

  ❷  What is your primary work sector? 
 

 

  ❸  To what degree has your planning practice 

          changed to accommodate and address COVID?? 
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 COVID Conversations 
           Video Link 

ttps://youtu.be/dZiijyS3ElQ
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 Teresa L. Córdova, PhD 
 

 Director, Great Cities Institute 
 

  Professor, Urban Planning and Policy 

 University of  Illinois at Chicago 
 

 @TeresaLCordova     @UICGCI 

 

 

 Nina Idemudia, AICP 
 

  President Elect, APA Illinois 
 

Assistant Commission, City of Chicago 

 Department of Planning and Development 

 

 

 

 Margarita Greene, PhD 
 

Principal Investigator, Center of Sustainable 

  Urban Development CEDEUS 
 

  Professor, School of Architecture 

 Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile 

 

 

 Mercy Davison, AICP 
 

Town Planner, Town of Normal, Illinois 
 

Former Town Attorney, Town of Normal, Illinois 
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Impacts of COVID-19 on Vulnerable Populations and the 
Role of Local Non-Profit Groups in Addressing their Issues 

 

The Pandemic Exposes and Exacerbates 
the Conditions of Already Vulnerable Populations 

• Children, youth and families living in 
high poverty communities 

• Low-wage workers unable to work 

• Workers providing essential services 
including those in healthcare, food 
industries, transportation and logistics, 
and public utilities, etc. 

• Undocumented immigrants 

• Those living in environmentally polluted 
neighborhoods 

• The homeless population 

• Those with disabilities 

• Confined populations 
• The aging population  
• Domestically abused 
• The incarcerated  
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Non-Profit Groups Play an Essential Role in Addressing 
Inequities Affecting Vulnerable Populations 

• Increased access to medical care including testing 

• Assisting with basic needs (e.g., access to food, housing, internet and computers, childcare, 
etc.) 

• Facilitated social connection by providing access to providers and information 

• Insisted on data collection by government agencies, particularly related to Latinos 

• Pointed about racial inequities and advocated for and implemented counter measures 

• Reduce financial vulnerabilities through targeted action, including connecting public dollars 
and services to those needing it 
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Non-Profit Groups Should have an Essential Role in 
Matters of Planning, Policy and Community Development 

• The extent to which the state/city/county knew how to serve vulnerable populations – was 
the extent to which they listened to and incorporated perspectives of non-profit community-
based leaders 

• Non-profit intermediaries at the ground level have a critical role in planning and community 
development planning processes – often in a position to bridge community needs with those 
in positions of power to do something about them 

• This suggests that we shouldn’t engage in policy and planning without the benefits of their 
knowledge and understanding 

• The most effective groups were those with an infrastructure in place, thus, it is important to 
fund and further invest in their operations, not just from philanthropy but also from the 
public sector 
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Serving Vulnerable Populations Amidst this Crisis 
is in Our Collective Interest 

 

• During this pandemic, we have witnessed the failures of a competent and adequate federal 
response partially compensated for by strong state and local responses 

• Nonetheless, exposed is the overwhelmed and underfunded government infrastructure to 
serve populations affected by structural inequities in society, that is, exposed is the 
inadequacy of social safety nets 

• Non-profit community-based leaders and staff operated from values of caring and a 
willingness for self-sacrifice, demonstrating lessons for the rest of us 

• Serving vulnerable populations will not only help stem the tide of this pandemic, it will foster 
the empathy and justice on which a healthy society is built 
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Recommendations 
 

• Emerging from this crisis should be the commitment that all emergency management plans 
should include actions for addressing the needs of vulnerable populations 

• Listening to and providing support to non-profit groups on the ground are key to this 
objective 

• The public sector must lead the way in emergency preparedness, reflecting society’s concern 
for all segments of society that are affected 

• The best disaster mitigation measures with respect to vulnerable populations, however, 
require policies and practices that reduce disparities by tackling their underlying causes 

• Public investment, policies and practices that reduce structural inequalities and provide 
sufficient social safety nets are necessary to reduce the number and severity of “vulnerable 
populations” 
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Rethinking the City in the Face of a Pandemic 
from a Social Crisis towards a New Constitution 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2019 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020 
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CHILEAN REPUBLIC 
1906 - 1973 

Social housing as governmental responsibility 
Strong institutional development 

Modern architecture and large estates with facilities 
Self construction, incrementality 

 

DICTATORSHIP 
1973 - 1990 

Subsidy to demand and neo liberal model 
Weak or inexistent planning 

 

RETURN TO DEMOCRACY 
1990 - present 

Massive production of housing 
Urban renewal 

Segregation and urban inequity 
Focus on neighborhoods and urban services 

 
 
 
 
 

ALL FROM A NEO 
LIBERAL PERSPECTIVE 

Subsidiary state 
Individual subsidies 

Little or no urban planning 
Centralized government 
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Origins and Destinations of Daily Trips 
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Rethinking the city in the face of the pandemic 
and the social, economic and political crisis: 

well-designed, diverse, urban densities  
supporting the collective, promoting solidarity, 

respecting the environment. 
 
 

FIVE TIPS 
from the urban perspective 
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❶ Sustainable  
Domestic Unit 

❷ 
Subcentralities 

❸ Digital Gap 

❹ Active 
Transport 

❺ 
Compact City and 
Social Interaction 
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) 
within Planning Organizations 

 

 

    How can planners undo harm? 

    ●  Personal 

    ●  Organizational 

    ●  External 
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Creating Outdoor Dining Experiences and 
Creating Housing Assistance Programs 
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Dangers of City Living/Inequity and Planning Process 
 

❶  Currently there is an extraordinary high level of public attention on the dangers of 
city living, on the scope of urban inequity, and on the illegitimacy of government 
regulation revealed by COVID and other current events.  In what ways do you see 
this high level of public attention as a threat or as an opportunity for the planning 
profession and its efforts to create a healthy, equitable urban environment? 

 

❷  In what ways has COVID and recent events such as civil unrest affected the process 
of planning as you see it in your community?  This could include the impact on 
planners themselves, how they interact with the public, interaction with other 
municipalities or interaction with other internal departments such as legal, public 
health or parks and recreation? 
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Best Practices and Lasting Impacts 
 

❸  What is your assessment, and can you identify any best practices for dealing with 
COVID and equity concerns such as the effects of institutional racism at the metro 
level, regional level, and smaller community level? 

 

❹  Do you expect COVID and this difficult period to have lasting impacts on cities and 
the profession of urban planning?  This includes civil unrest due to police violence 
in the Black Community and how we address future threats such as climate-change 
related heat islands effect and urban flooding. 
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We Would Love To Hear From You! 
 

You can make a comment or ask a question at any time. 

We will monitor the “Chat” throughout the webinar. 

 

❶  In the “Chat” feature, please type your comment or question. 

❷ During the Conversations with Attendees, moderator Libby Tyler will 

read selected comments and questions.  

❸ The panel will be asked to answer those questions. 
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Teresa L. Córdova, PhD 

 The impacts of COVID-19 on vulnerable populations 

 The role of local non-profit groups addressing inequities 
 

Margarita Greene, PhD 

 Rethinking the city in the face of the pandemic with well-designed, dense and diverse urban space 

 Promoting social interaction and cohesion 
 

Nina Idemudia, AICP 

 Diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in planning organizations 

 How DEI affects the work we do during the pandemic on three levels: personal, organizational, and external 
 

Mercy Davison, AICP 

 Creating housing assistance programs using Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 

 Creating outdoor dining experiences to produce a beautiful and inviting space for patrons 
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University of Pennsylvania’s Leonard Davis Institute 
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https://data.cityofchicago.org 
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Images from https://dei.extension.org/ 
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1.5 CM Credits 
 

 

If you are American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), 

Certification Maintenance (CM) credits are available 

to those who attended this webinar. 

 

Event #9207040 
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This disclaimer applies to any APA California Webinar and any documents, information or opinions obtained from or ancillary to the 

Webinars.  You are advised to read this disclaimer carefully before accessing, participating in, reading or making any other use of a APA 

California Webinar.  APA California makes no representations or warranties about the accuracy or suitability of information provided in the 

Webinars and related materials (such as hand-outs, presentation documents and recordings).  The information contained in the Webinars and 

related materials are not intended to constitute advice of any kind or the rendering of consulting, or other professional services.  Registering 

for a Webinar only constitutes an agreement to attend, not a contract for consultancy or advice.  Registration does not establish any 

contractual relationship with APA California.  You should consult with an attorney, consultant or other professional to determine what may be 

best for your individual needs.  The opinions expressed in a Webinar are those of the speaker(s) only, and may not necessarily represent the 

views of APA California, National APA or any local section.  To the extent permitted by law, APA California and its agents and experts exclude 

any and all liability for any loss, claim or damage, cost or expense, including any indirect or consequential damages or lost profit, whether 

arising in negligence or otherwise, suffered in connection with the access to, participation in, or use of the Webinar by you or any other 

person.  By acceding to this service, you acknowledge that the information and materials contained in the Webinar may contain inaccuracies 

or errors.  The content of the information provided in the Webinar is for your general information and use only.  It is subject to change at any 

time and without notice.  The Webinar may include links to other resources or websites.  These links are provided for your convenience only 

and do not signify that APA California endorses, approves, or makes any representation or claim regarding the accuracy, copyright 

compliance, legality, or any other aspects of, the resource(s) or website(s).  Further, you are advised not to send any confidential or sensitive 

information to APA California in the context of a Webinar. 




